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Operation Compass
Many of you will have heard your GSL's and myself completed and on checking found most of this had 
going on about this operation and wondered been done and where not hopefully I have 
what an earth  we are on about. managed to fill in the rest of the details.
Well Compass is the name of the replacement for This task also included looking at each group and 
the current national database that you may know filling in the details of where and when each 
as My Back Pack. section met and on what nights.
In August of 2013 we started the process of So the adults are ready but we are having to wait 
reconciliation of the the records held on My Back for the rest of the County to complete this task 
pack in order that when the time comes to move before we get the nod for the next stage which is 
over to the new system we are all ready. that of entering the details of all the Explorers and 
To start with we had to ensure that all the Adults Young Leaders. In readiness for this Maz has been 
records were fully populated with all that persons compiling the list on details received from the 
personal details and on the Location page Explorer Leaders and GSL's with Young Leaders. 
showing which group and Section they were This work obviously is fitting in with the current 
attached to. cencus taking place.
Groups Scout Leaders and Group contacts were After that it will be the turn of the rest of the 
asked to ensure this was done by the end of young people. Yes even the Beavers details will be 
October ready for the next stage to commence. I going on. So that is why the GSL's have been set 
was told by many GSL's that this had been the task of building a database of all the Scouts 

Cubs and Beavers in readiness for the call.  Some 
groups I know have the National System and so it is 
relatively easy but for others this has necessitated 
building a spreadsheet. When we get the call 
these spreadsheets will be down loaded into the 
new system.
Once all this is done across the County then we will 
migrate to the new system as a County. We can't 
do it District by District.
After that it will be each section responsibility to 
ensure the Database is kept up to date so here's 
something to think about.
How's about appointing a parent as an 
administrator for just that purpose thereby 
relieving the Uniformed leader of having to 
perform that task. One Group in the District has 
already done just that and its working well. Watch 
this space for further details of the next stage 
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From the DC
When I sit and look back at the last 12 months I am 
always amazed about how we have managed to fit in so 
much! I then look at the numbers within the District and 
again the amount of adult volunteer hours that is spent 
on creating an everyday adventure for hundreds of 
young people is truly remarkable. Each year we 
welcome more and more young people to our District 
and this is down to the dedicated leadership team we 
have in our District.
Week after week activities are planned, outings 
arranged and camps booked to enable our young 
people to have wonderful experience's, to learn new 
skills, to make new friends and gain lasting memories of 
good times. 2013 was a great year for our District. We 
welcomed many visitors from around the Country,I was 
able to meet some fantastic young people at a whole 
host of events from camps to Awards ceremonies to 
section nights and day trips.
There was always something somewhere providing 
adventure for our young people. My thanks go to you all 
for making 2013 such a remarkable year and I am very 
excited to see what 2014 brings!
Steve Dowell



It is with great sadness I have to inform 
you of the death of Mike Cassell.

Mike was the Group Scout leader of the 
82nd Leicester up till his retirement last 
year and was a regular volunteer in the 
equipment department at HQ as well as 

the shop in Johns Lee Wood.

GONE HOME





FENCING FOR HIRE
FENCING FOR HIRE
Beaver & Cub freindly fencing equipment

is now available to hire from your district

South West District have taken delivery of 
Mini Fencing equipment. This Beaver and cub 
friendly fencing equipment is a great 
introduction to fencing.

This equipment can be hired by any group in 
our district for a small cost of £2 per 
Beaver/Cub.

Training has been offered and the following 
groups attend 2nd 60th, 42nd, 44th, 84th , 
15th & 92nd. Any others will need to Hire a 
trained leader at £10.

For more details please contact Chris Wedd (ADC Beavers) - swladcbeavers@gmail.com

BOOKINGBOOKING
Fencing Equipment Booking Details:

Please enquire via swladcbeavers@gmail.com 
to see if the equipment is free for the date 
you required. This will then be provisionally 
booked in the diary and a confirmation 
emailed to you.

Payment and booking form is required to 
complete the booking. Please pay for the 
beavers /cubs expected and send form and a 
cheque made payable to “Leicester south west 
district scout council” to 21 Barley Close, 
Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8SB.

Costs:

Cost is £2 per Beaver/Cubs.

Pickup can be arranged nearer the date. 
Currently from Glenfield Scouts HQ this will 
change soon, or for £8 we can pick up and 
drop off.

Training is required so if your group did not 
attend the training a £10 charge is required 
on top of the hire charge for a trained leader 
to attend your meeting.

Trained groups are 2nd 60th, 42nd, 44th, 84th, 
15th & 92nd.

NAME OF GROUP/ORG:

NAME OF LEADER:

ADDRESS OF LEADER:

                                           POST CODE:

TEL:                                    MOB TEL:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

DATE AND TIME EQUIPMENT IS REQUIRED:

BEAVERS/CUBS TAKING PART:

TRAINED LEADERS NAME:

WE REQUIRE A TRAINED LEADER AT £10                     YES / NO

WE WOULD LIKE THE DELIVERY SERVICES @ £8          YES / NO

WE ENCLOSE A CHEQUE FOR:

SIGNED:

NAME:



In 2013 we continued with celebrating the Throughout the evening we presented a variety of 
achievements of both our young people and our awards including 'Going the Extra Mile', 
adult members within South West District. For the 'Outstanding Group Support'  and the Personal 
younger members there were 3 opportunities for Achievement Award. This year the Outstanding 
them to be presented with their certificates by the Achievement Award was presented to Graham 
Lord Mayor at the Town Hall. There were a great Berridge, for all his hard work, time and effort he 
many Bronze, Silver and Gold awards presented, has put into helping South West District Scouting 
with even some Diamond and Platinum Awards over his many years. We are very grateful for all 
too! There was even a Young Leader Belt! that Graham has done and is continuing to do for 
Congratulations to everybody who worked hard 

our District. The evening also saw Brian Waters be to gain their award this year. All the young people 
officially presented with his Silver Wolf. Another and their parents enjoyed their special evening at 
great achievement for an adult volunteer from the Town Hall, and we are looking forward to 
South West.returning there in 2014.
Finally I would just like to say a huge well done to In July we also held the annual celebration of 
everybody who received an award, whether you achievements evening for the Adult Volunteers in 
are young or old, and a big thank you to the District. We welcomed Tim Kidd, the Chief 
everybody who worked behind the scenes to put Commissioner of England, to come and present 

the awards to the deserving recipients. on these presentation evenings.

In 2013...

Lynsey Waters

I am pleased to say that during last year I received 
in total seventy notifications of nights away
covering all sections. I have no doubt there were 
some that I was not told about because the 
Leaders forgot but never the less it means that 
nearly all the groups in the District managed to 
arrange for their youngsters to experience the 
OUT in Scouting.
I have already received the first for this year from 
the 51st who are off to Our Camp-site at Johns 
Lee Wood in Mid January and I know there are a 
couple more in the pipeline for the beginning of 
February so this year is up and running.

Talking of Johns Lee Wood I know we had a few 
problems with bookings last year but they have 
been addressed and the New Booking system is 
up and running and working well. The site itself 
has survived the storms with only a handfull of 
trees coming down and the various teams are 
working hard to ensure that site is ready for the 
Summer Camping season. The Hiking Log Cabins 
are proving very popular with their open sides 
even in the chilly nights So why not give them a 
go when you plan your next hike in the Area.
We are also working on a new activity and thats 
shooting for beavers that doesn't involve heavy 
rifles So watch this space for when we are able to 
provide this additional fun for Beavers.

Nights Away 2013

Graham Berridge

Adult Training

2013 saw many Leaders attend courses at various venues for 
modules required and the Training Advisor's have been busy 
meeting Leaders and validating various modules.

All told Eleven Leaders completed their Training and were 
awarded wood badges during the year.

Likewise several Leaders completed there assessment for 
Nights away permits and now have a ticket to ensure their 
sections get out and about.

At county level we are in the doldrums a little with the County 
training managers standing down just before Christmas and a 
successor not yet appointed although it is hoped a possible 
replacement will meet  the Appointments committee in the 
next few weeks

Once in post I am sure a New Training Diary will be planned 
providing more courses available for you to complete your 
training if it is still required.

So Watch the Training Pages on the County Web site for 
details  any queries contact me and I will see what we can sort 
out.

In the meantime don't forget that its now a MUST for all 
Leaders to have completed not just the Safeguarding module 
but also the SAFETY module both of which are now available 
on line.

This particularly applies if your appointment is coming up for 
renewal.

All you have to do is send me a copy of the certificate showing 
you have completed it.

Graham Berridge



GRANTS &
FUNDING SUPPORTGRANTS &
FUNDING SUPPORT

The Following article has just appeared in this months Fox and is available on the County Web Site 
but just in case you haven't seen it please have a read and see where money is available should the 
circumstances apply and don't forget that if its anything to do with your Groups buildings then the 
City Districts also have a trust fund that might just be able to help and John Lane is the man to talk 
to in respect of this.

Whether it is to invest in new projects for more and better Scouting, both today and in the 
Scouting's future, support participation by those future.
with limited means or to keep the buildings and The criteria for the scheme are that where projects 
resources we have in good order, we will all need have been financed by the County, the resulting 
financial help from time to time to keep Scouting resource should be available to all Scouts within 
alive and accessible. the County on equal terms. Grants are not 
Most of the funding for our activities comes from normally made to individual groups or sections, 
members, parents and supporters. But help is although if the resulting facility is available more 
available from various resources and information widely, then help can be at hand.
is available here to help you identify that help and 

For more details clicksee which might be useful for your project.

The Rudkin / Rutland Trust was created in 1972 by 
bequests to support young people whose family 
finances or situation were not adequate to When new Scout Groups getting started and new 
support their participation in scouting activities. sections created within a Group often need funds 
This may be uniform or the cost of camps or other to buy equipment for meetings, pay rental charges 
activities. Grants are usually awarded for between on premises or support a new leadership team. 
25-33% of the cost of items. The County make available a grant of up to £200 
To apply for support for an individual from the to support new sections. For an application form, 
trust, please complete the application form look here  - Dev Finance Application
available  - Application Form New sections started after 1st September in any 
Please note the criteria for support to be made year are also exempt from paying the County Levy 
available and also that where requests are made due in the following year.
Groups and Districts should also consider how they 

As well as support from the County, new sections might support the individual concerned.
may also apply for a grant from the Scout 
Association's Development Grants Board. Click  

 for more 
information and how to apply.The Brooks Trust was established in 1966 as a 

legacy from Jack Brooks, a lifetime scouter and 
County Commissioner. The object is to support 
Groups and other entities through the provision of 
low interest loans. This is typically to support Whilst the above describes the help that is directly 
building projects or repairs. Loans are normally for available within Scouting, far more help is 
between £500 and £3000. The fund is available more widely in the community. Alan 
administered by independent Trustees. Greenwood, our County Grants Advisor, has vast 
Applications should be made by letter to the experience in identifying grants available and 
Trustees via the County Office. Applications must supporting applications that are well crafted to 
be supported by the District Commissioner. meet the criteria and increase the chances of 

successful applications.Reach!
Contact Alan for helpFrom the funds generated from the relocation of 

the County Scout Centre, grants are available for grants@Leicestershirescouts.org.uk
projects which develop the delivery of scouting 
within the County. Projects that ensure that more 
young people within the County have access to 

Rudkin / Rutland Trust

New Section Grants

Brooks Trust

County Grants Advisor

www.leicestershirescouts.org.uk/local-
scouting/grants-funding-2/grants-funding/

http://members.scouts.org.uk/grants
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The 2nd half of 2013 has been a busy time 
for beavers in our district.
We started in July with our first Beaver 
Adventure Fun Day at Oaks Camp site.

Activities on the Fun Day included;
 Grass Sledging
Jungle Trail
Bouldering Wall
Blackhole
Internet Bus
Fencing
Den Building

Each Beaver had the opportunity to try 
many different activities including 
breaking in the district's newly purchased 
fencing equipment.
The day concluded with a camp fire, hot 
dogs and songs around the camp fire.
In September the colony(s) visited 
S u n d o w n  A d v e n t u r e  P a r k  i n  
Nottinghamshire for the second time. This 
was our annual beaver trip and was well 
attended and proved to be a great success.
During 2013 we also had the pleasure of 
welcoming a new colony to our district. The 
82nd Thorpe Astley. This colony was 
integrated into the district in time to have 
attend both of the aforementioned events.
The coming year is looking good for our 
district with our sleepover booked for later 
in the year at a new venue. The 2014 Fun 
Day has already been booked and will take 
place during the District camp. The theme 
for this year is the sea side and will include 
donkeys, Punch and Judy puppeteers and 
m a n y  o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Additionally, we may even manage to 
squeeze in a district trip.

l

l 
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l 
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Leicester South West, have taken delivery of new circus 
Skills equipment. This pack has enough equipment for 
25 to enjoy an evening of circus skills. DVDs and 
instruction will be included in the Pack.
For more details including hire costs and availability, 
please email swladcbeavers@gmail.com 

The weekend of 4th -6th October 2013, Scouts and 
Explorers from the District spent a very busy weekend 
taking part in traditional scouting skills. They took part 
in backwards cooking and fire lighting, axe and saw, 
knots and lashings, map and compass.
The Scouts and Explorers had to prepare and cook their 
own lunch and dinner on the Saturday, and they 
produce some really nice food. The weekend was 
completed by all on camp taking part in a Scouts Own. 
All of the Leaders had a really good time and all signed 
up to help out again this year.
This year's Skills Camp will be 26th – 28th September 
2014 at Ullesthorpe Campsite

South West District Skills Weekend

Mark

Beavers
On Sunday 23rd June 2013, 41 Scouts and Leaders from 
Scout West all boarded a coach and set off to RAF 
Cosford Air Museum. The trip was organised to enable 
the Scout to complete part of their Air Researcher 
Badge. It was a fun day and everyone learnt a lot about 
the aircraft at the museum. Whilst there we were able 
to see the remains of the plane that had just been 
recovered from the bottom of the sea. 
All of the Scouts that went on the trip gained their Air 
Researcher Badge, so well done to them all, and thank 
you to all who went for making it such a great day.

South West District Scouts

Maz



One of the many highlights again of 2013 was to 
have the opportunity to have the use of an open 
top bus donated yes again by watts Coach 
Company. We were also out and about around the 
District. The highlight was when we had over 500 
visitors, when we took the bus outside the Curve in 
the town centre for a St Georges day celebration 
hosted by Leicester City Council. Scoobies galore 
were the hit on the bus as well as a visit upstairs to 
see all the other events and stalls around the Curve. 
The Executive committee agreed for us to purchase 
a banner which fits nicely down the side of the bus 
and then a transformation of the bus inside. Seats 
used for the tops of the tables and even the back 
drop of the bus for the Bear Grylls promotional 
DVD. Outcomes then many crafts a hit for the 
youngsters and even the parents.

Another event in 2013 was the opening of the 
Thorpe Astley group the 82nd. After the taster 

sessions early in the year.We look forward to the group continuing 
to grow from strength to strength in 2014.The group have already 
took part in many of the District beaver events.

It was good to see the 51st also open a Cub pack, and we thank Val 
our ADC cubs for the support and encouragement 
given. We also hope to see a Cub pack open at the 

35th Leicester.

In 2013 the role of ADC Development continued to play a good part in helping to grow and 
develop the Scout movement in our District, working with staff, adult leaders, and other 
volunteers to promote the growth of the Scout movement through a wide range of projects, 
initiatives and events. I look forward to working together in developing your group and the 
District in the name of scouting, in 2014.

to do contact me for any support you may need in developing your section and group.

Development

Ivan Bennett   ADC Development

My name is Ady Coleman and I have recently been asked 
by Steve to help support Scouting in our district joining 
the district team.

Scouting has been a significant part of my life since I 
joined cubs in 1975. I went through scouts and venture 
scouts and onto becoming a leader. I attended my first 
training course what was the "basic" in September 
1985. Up until now my scouting has been in Derbyshire 
but as I now live in Leicestershire I wanted to be a bit 
more local. I know Steve out of scouts and when he 
asked me to join his team I was very honoured. I have 
held several appointments in my time, assistant scout 
leader, scout leader, ADC Scouts and most recently nine 
years as GSL. Our district is quite large and diverse so I am 
very much looking forward to meeting as many of you 
and the young people as I can. 

By far the hardest and most important role in scouting is 
the leaders delivering an exciting and challenging 
program for our young people week in and week out. I 
believe it's the role of the district team to support the 
leaders at the groups to enable that exciting program to 
run.

My role within the district is to provide that support 
wherever it is needed. My skills lie in the more 
traditional scouting activities of getting outside in all 
weathers camping, lighting fires and cooking on them. 
Generally getting very muddy. I have taken scouts 
camping all over the UK and Europe including a World 
Scout  Jamboree which is still a highlight I shall never 
forget. Let's start to look at getting  out even in winter.

Steve has already set me some challenges which I am 
working on and I am thoroughly enjoying meeting 
everyone.

I hope to meet you soon. In the meantime please email 
me if you have anything you think I could help you with. 
My email address is ady.coleman1@btinternet.com

Hello...



The Fun Day seems a long time ago now and was a new venture for 
the District. The day proved to be a great success and with over 500 
people coming through the gate in the afternoon most of the 
Groups and District went away happy that they had benefitted.
Alongside the stalls and fun fair equipment the long awaited re-run 
of the sectional 5-A-Side competition took place. The day's outright 
winners all went away clutching their trophies. Thanks must of 
course go to the local football club team that ran the competition 
for us.
The prize draw was a little disappointing since ticket sales were not 
as high as had been anticipated but there were lots of excellent 
prizes for those that did win. The Adult Support Team did a sterling 
job with the draw and no doubt will be ready to run one again next 
time.
This being our first Fun Day we naturally had a lot to learn. We have 
provisionally booked our next one on 16th May 2105 at a new 
location so put the date in your diaries now.

District Fun Day
18th May 2013 at Winstanley School

If you would like something to appear in a future issue of the SouWester,

please get in touch with Steve - souwestereditior@gmail.com

Leicester South West has gone Social...
To keep updated on what is going on we are now on Twitter and Facebook 

Southwest Leicester
District Scouting 

@leicsSWscouts

Cub News
In November we had the District Cub Quiz and it was very 
close and came down to tiebreak questions between 
Whetstone and Littlethorpe to find the winner which was 
Littlethorpe after three questions. Thank you to all the 
teams that took part.
The District Christingle service was held at All Saints Church 
Narborough in December the church was full and we gave 
out 200 Christngles and we raised £260-00 for the Childrens 
Society. Thanks go to the Active Support for making all the 
Christingles and Father Alan Hawker the Vicar of 
Narborough.
Things that will be going on in the future are Cub Athlete 
Badge at Saffron Lane Stadium on Saturday 5th April 10-
00am until 12noon cost £2-00 per Cub.
The older Cubs will be going to Oaks in Charnwood to take 
part in the County Camp the theme will be Christmas so we 
are all hoping Santa might be persuaded to make an 
appearance over the weekend where he will see the Cubs 
having fun and taking part in Archery, Shooting Climbing, 
Grass Sledging,  Abseiling and many other things.

SW Leaders Conference
26th October 2013
Wow what a day we all had.....

Guests joined us from all walks of UK 
Scouting with our keynote speaker Steve 
Peck bringing to life his own job and that of 
the team at National. Not surprisingly the 
YOUTH of our movement are where it's all 
at and with a team of forward and out of 
the box thinkers at the helm it was clear 
that the future of Scouting is in good hands.

The workshops sessions were as you know 
all  derived from the Group RAG 
assessments, one to one's and a variety of 
other exercises during the preceding year so 
that the organising team could home in on 
what SW District really needed support in.

We even learnt a new skill – boomwhacking 
– many sore hands seemed to be the 
outcome but the session showed just how 
simple it is to turn a plastic tube into a fun 
and musical activity.

80 of us were in attendance on the day all 
told and the feedback has been generally 
positive, so a special thanks to everyone for 
their part in the day. The GSL's and District 
team agreed at their January meeting that 
another should be run in 2015 so look out 
for the date if you didn't make the last one.

The NEW County HQ
This is now up to the first floor level 
and we are hoping to move into the 
building in March. Don't forget that 
the Equipment Department is Open  
in our temporary Building for all your 
requirements. If you can't get there 
physically give them a ring or e-mail 
them and I am sure David and Peter 
will get your requirements to you.
In fact if you go to their web site via 
the county web site you will find all 
you need to know on how you can 
get what you want.
Graham Berridge
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